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Reclipe sites

We challenge three leading designers to find
cool ways to present recipes ontine

Mock up the homepage for a recipe site. _ _
This can be a general site or covering a e ~
particular cookery niche: the choice is yours! 4

The homepage should make people’s mouths i,

water, and give them the confidence that 73

they’ll be able to find something to suit their

palate, quickly and simply. Think about the -

search functionality, and how you can \
introduce some interactivity. { ;; f A5 ‘1
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Claire Nichols’ solution

4. When | heard the brief was for a recipe site,
'Et-r . limmediately decided to design it with a retro

S housewife theme (think Bree Van De Kamp from
Desperate Housewives). My site is for a fictional company
called Mrs Smith’s Kitchen. My objective was to create a
fun, easy-to-use website that enabled visitors to find recipes
quickly. The site uses quirky video to demonstrate how to
make the recipes.

As part of my research | visited sites such as deliaontine.com
and jamieoliver.com, and produced some wireframe sketches
for the layout and content of the homepage. The initial ook
and feel came together very quickly; it was adding the extra
little touches, such as textures, that took time.
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HOME  RECIPES
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The World's Favourite Recipe Site!

6 ﬁ to create a super tasty traditional mexican chilli
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E‘__!._ Hero carousel Built using jCarousel,
with some minor customisation, to enlarge
the pictures and display the tool tips when
yvou hover over a dish. We'd use jQuery to
make the ‘New Recipes’ sign swing too.

e
L;}: Shnpping lists To make shopping for
ingredients easier, we'd create a ‘copy and
paste list’ function, helping our readers to
quickly paste ingredients into their favourite
online supermarket.

INGREDIENTS ~ “HOWTO'  NEWS

133 ¢+ X &

—
Hi Video guides To stay 105 friendly,
we'd use HTMLS for video. The video could
easily be watched full screen on an 1Pad while
in the kitchen, which 1s where you want it
maost when you're cooking, after all.

{ir;jl! Dessert of the month we
bring these to life with some clever jQuery
transitions to make the cards ‘flip' over, and
automatically animate the dessert Polaroid so
the pudding in production can be shown.
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The website fits to a 960px-width three-column grid.
Aesthetically, the colour scheme was kept to quite a muted
palette to reflect the retro feel. | also looked at retro posters

online to identify font styles that would work. The site would
use 553 @font-face to implement these non-standard web

fonts. Within the site,
yvour larder’ feature. This would be pretty useful in the current

there could also be a ‘use up what's in

economic climate,

As with any design work, it's always great to bounce ideas
off other designers, so a quick thank you to the team at Alniro
(@AlnmroDesign), Drew Jones (@andij) and Ben Andrews
(@badenwrens) for their feedback. The ironic part of this
project is that I'm the world’s worst cook!

COMMONITY  ACCOUNT m
ﬂﬂf Di&ccnn' 0 C{)ok :

the summer months, a chilll s a great chance for family and fnends to
.. sther over a meal Watch our latest masterclass video for tips and tncks

Shopping List: Ci
Py E.i ;t,_f._-h._ * GIIVIE" ol
* 1large Onion Olive

» B Text we'd use CSS3 techniques to rotate
the HTML text on the shopping lists and recipe
cards, and we'd prefer to use the @font-face
CSS method to embed our non-standard web
fonts (font licence permitting!).

.1 Social networking The ability to
share the website (or individual recipes) with
friends using Facebook’s ‘Like’” and social
network sharing functionality will help
increase awareness of the site.

b ™

Clare
Nichols’
month

What have |

been doing?

I've just finished
several multichannel
projects for Hybris,
including a new way
to shop with tablet
devices. Currently
I'm working on the
visuals for Europe’s
\argest online
retailer of yo-yos.

| never knew how
cool they could be:

Sites I've visited
| regularly look at

and
as a
starting point for
inspiration, and
| also love the
Carsonified and
Amazee Labs sites.

What have |

been watching?
I'm usually too busy
to watch TV, but |
do enjoy the odd
dose of EastEnders
and Desperate
Housewives. |'ve also
recently watched
The King’s Speech.

What have | been
listening to?

We listen to Radio
One in the studio,
the highlight being
trying to guess

the Golden Hour
every Friday. I'm not
admitting to what |
listen to on my iPod!
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Josh Sullivan’s solution

When thinking about the design for a recipe website,
| wanted to create something I'd happily go to
myself. I’'m not one for cooking in the kitchen, but
like any bloke | love a good barbecue. | wanted this website
to be different and something that might appeal to the male
population. And | can’t deny that this hot summer heat has got

me wanting to fire up the grill.

: ! With this site, | decided to flip the recipe site on its head.
Josh Sullivan’s | kisgion S prIIS PERES QRSN T ons
h | | went with a niche food and created a brand that’s tailored
mont | ) o = ) =
to barbecue and grilling. | was able to escape the traditional
What have | layout by introducing a large background image of some
been doing? mouthwatering ribs. Not only are they mouthwatering, but

During my free
time, I've been
working hard to
take Designers.MX
to the next level.
This month at
Centresource, |
designed my first
iPad app and have
been working
on websites for
the healthcare
industry. All of
this while getting

| to know my new

| baby boy.

FINE BBO RECIPES

. Sites I've visited

| visit

daily to see what
other designers

are working on. It’s
a great source for
inspiration. Twitter is
also a daily go-to. It
allows me to quickly
see what’s going on
around the internet.

What have | RECIPES

been watching?
I've been watching
a lot of Netflix.
Wheo needs cable
when you can
watch every episode
of MacGyver in a
week! | also watch

. Modern Family and

| The Office.

PELLENTESQUE TORTOR

Lorem psum oolor Sit amet, con-
sectetur adipescing elt. Cum socis
natoque penatbus et

What have | been
listening to?

| listen to mixes
from Designers.MX
all day while
working. There’s
new music every
week, and it’s

from all over the
world. While in the
car | can’t listen to
anything but NPR.

%
e

ARTICLES

Overall look and feel Using =
\arge background image and subtle grunge

A neutral colour palette that resembles sweet
pork finishes the style,

Grilling timer The recipe tells you
how long you need to let your steak sit on
each side to be cooked to perfection. To help
you get that pertect char, use the builtan
timer. You can even use it on the mobile site.
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the image really sets the style for the rest of the

RECIPES

I'm grilling |

layers, | captured the essence of the barbecue.

site. The

MENUS

PELLENTESQUE TORTOR

Lorem psum golor st amet, con
sectetur adipiscing elil. Cum socis
natoque penatus et

VIEW ALL

Become a member After you
become 3 member you can participate
In the site at a whole new level, Key
community features come alive, enabling you
to have discussions on recipes and rate them.

Barbecue history So, you've really
outdone yourself and cooked the perfect ribs.
What did you do differently this time? Using
the mobile site, via input cooking data, you
can keep track of the details.

ARTICLES

name came from a conversation | had with some co-workers
at Centresource. | ran with the idea and created a simple logo
that leaned on a few nice typefaces.

The site’s users must log in to benefit fully from many of
its community and interactive features. Key among them are
a built-in timer, a user-friendly way to search the contents and
a mobile version of the site, From your phone you can input live
stats from your grill and keep
of the site can al%r* save any recipes they like, comment on and
rate recipes, log their grilling history and even share recipes of
their own. It’s like a barbecue fan’s biggest Jrf am! All of the
fonts | used in the design are from TypeKit, and the site is all
standard HTML ana CSS.

track of cooking time. Members

e

NOT A MEMBER?

VIDEOS OO

TOOLS «- COMMUNITY

' PICK FROM YOUR RECIPES BOX

CHARCOAL MATTERS

LEARN WHY CHARCUAL IS BETTER

BBQ HISTORY

STATS FROM YOUR PAST RECIPES

PELLENTESQUE TORTOR PEI..LEHTEEI:I H m
Lorem psum doll e
sectetur adipisc
natoque penat

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amel. con
sectetur adipiscing ekt. Cum socks
natoque penatibus et

I.:-
-

r

VIDEOS

Find a rEcipe What are you griling
tonight? The recipe finder 1s easy to use, Click
the drop-down to select the food item you'd
ke to cook, and you'll be presented a resuilts
page with aaditional sort options,

Recipe information | know
how many mouths to feed, now | need a
recipe. Using the at-a-glance details, you can
determine the best recipe based on cooking
temperature, total time, size and ratings.



Nick Fearnley’s solution

The Steak Club is a fictitious organisation for steak
lovers to find new recipes, and to share their own
with the community. With the varieties of steak
available | thought a site dedicated to them could be justified.
| think cooking is fun and wanted the site to reflect that.

The colour theme selected follows a typical steak dish —
browns as the main theme with greens as supporting colours.
| originally wanted to base the design around a slate texture but
it proved slightly too dark. Instead, my inspiration was thinking
back to my mum’s handwritten, food-stained paper recipes that
she keeps in the kitchen.

It'’s important for users to be quickly able to access the right
recipe for them. This is why | made the search form a prominent

Close up

HOME FIND A RECIPE

Steak
Time!

UPLOAD YOUR FDOD
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feature on the homepage. The text fields included are used to
gather a clear and specific idea ot the scenario in which the user
will be cooking. Using tags on each recipe means the data could
be pulled quickly and easily, which in turn will help return a
more precise search.

Along with the more obvious features that you'd expect to
see on a recipe website, | thought it would be important to
provide entertainment to fill the minutes spent waiting for the
food to cook, and keep users on the site. This is why | included
interactive games that involve the online community, such as
Rate My Steak. This is where users can upload pictures of their
cooked steak and have other users rate it. The prize could be
that the top-rated steak is the featured recipe for that week. @

STEAK TIMER  GAMES

Amy Phillips,
Saiford

i W W W

Find Me A Recipe |4}

Upload Your Recipe

just muaie a riumphantly empc steak? Upload
youd fecipe and share it with the riest of the

ST

Gormmi Oyl o Lmil by
- \Start by giving your B

- " masterpiece a name:

Pk Go (0 next step

| am cooking for ___ people

| have .. minutes to cook

My ingredients are .

My theme/occasionis _____ .
Steak Timer —

bl g b LtE PO ATBAN '|.-.r-.lr_.". TN

w1 E ol sheak

Rate My Steak —

Whech subrmitted rec :*ﬂ;.-r i 'r'ur L
moUth water

Mﬂu!

P —w= Use the timer

E Featured recipes It’s better to have

all of the images included in the featured
recipes siideshow visible. This way the user

P+ w» Upload your steak

B The lettering The site's brown and
green colour theme extends to the type.
Lettering.js (letteringjs.com), made by Paravel,

fie what 1o cook? Take & gamible and spin

ne Mot Sl O DelCh & redipeE 8t random

Fohv—= Let’s get spinning

L coakites sounds delicious, thess are definitely a few of my Tavourite things (e i opr v fartier

B Upload form As well as being able
to find recipes easily, it's important that users
can upload their own. The first stage of the

can quickly see if there's anything on offer
that catches their eye.

EI User rating Allowing recipes to be
voted and commented on, as in the site’s
Rate My Steak feature, encourages a sense
of community, where users can share their
cooking experiences with others.

is used to enable each character to be styled
individually, without tedious amounts of code.

E Twitter feed Having a Twitter feed
linked into the website can help to raise
awareness of the Steak Club via the sodial
networking site and, again, encourages a
sense of community.

form is already visible to entice users to
participate and share their recipes.

E Games Allowing user interaction
straight from the homepaqge increases the
ability to engage, and give users more of a
reason for return visits. It also encourages
them to stay on the site,

Expertinfo J

\

Nick Fearnley’s
month

What have | been
doing this month?
I've been doing

a lot of work on

the new company
website to get it

up for next month.
I've started work

on several social
media campaigns
for different clients,
finished off a site for
a drinks company
and am trying to
figure out where to
go on holiday.

Sites I've visited
sehance.net is my
favourite website by
far. It’s excellent for
gaining inspiration
from all different
areas of the creative
industry. | also like
to keep up to date
with news and
videos on

What have |
been watching?
I've been enjoying
Secrets of the
Superbrands, catching
up on 30 Rock and
sneaking in a bit
of The Apprentice.

What have |

been listening to?
The music in the
studio is a bit of

a mix. Most of it
revolves around
Michael Jackson
and Mark Morrison.

.
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